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1. A) Designated national authority for activities implemented jointly.

Name (English): U.S. Initiative on Joint Implementation
Acronym: usuJi

Street: 1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Code: PO-6

City: Washington, D.C. 20585
Country: U.S.A.

Telephone: (202) 586-3288

Fax: (202) 586-3485, -3486

E-mail: TBD

Contact Person: Jack Fitzgerald, Acting Director
Direct Tel: (202) 586-3079

Direct Fax: (202) 586-3485, -3486

Direct E-mail: jack.fitzgerald@ee.doe.gov

2. Description of Programme structure and features:

Initiated in 1993 as part of the U.S. Climate Change Action Plan, the U.S. Initiative on Joint
Implementation (USIJI) supports the development and implementation of voluntary projects
between U.S. and non-U.S. partners that reduce, avoid, or sequester greenhouse gas emissions. Final
groundrules for the USIJI Program, published in 1994, describe the purpose of the pilot program,
outline the time line for evaluation and reassessment of the program, define eligibility criteria for
domestic and non-U.S. participants, establish an Evaluation Panel to review potential USIJI projects,
and define criteria for acceptance of projects into the USIJI portfolio.

To date, the program has received over 200 project proposals, resulting in 38 accepted projects
in 16 countries. However, after the U.S. government submitted the second report on Activities
Implemented Jointly to the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, two USIJI projects in Costa Rica—Project BIODIVERSIFIX and the protected area
component of Project CARFIX: Sustainable Forest Management—uwere incorporated into another
USIJI project in Costa Rica, the Territorial and Financial Consolidation of Costa Rican National
Parks and Biological Reserves. Therefore, the USIJI portfolio currently contains 36 projects. These
projects apply a variety of technologies and practices, including wind, geothermal, hydroelectric, and
solar energy; coal to natural gas fuel switching; methane gas capture; and sustainable forest
management and preservation.

Projects accepted into the USIJI Program are evaluated against the nine criteria, and four other
areas of consideration, included in the USI1JI Groundrules. These criteria are intended to identify
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those projects that support the development goals of the host country while providing greenhouse
gas benefits beyond those that would occur in the absence of the joint implementation activity. The
criteria have been formulated to ensure that projects accepted into the program will produce real,
measurable net emissions reductions. Net emissions reductions achieved as a result of USIJI projects
will be measured, monitored, verified, and reported.

The USHJI Program is directed by an Interagency Working Group, chaired by the Department of
State, which has the primary responsibility for policy development. The USIJI Evaluation Panel is
co-chaired by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Energy, and includes
representatives from the Agency for International Development and the Departments of
Agriculture, Commerce, Interior, State, and Treasury. The USIJI Secretariat, an interagency staff,
supports the day-to-day operation of the USIJI Program. Technical experts are drawn from a wide
variety of organizations to assist the Secretariat in the proposal review process and to provide
technical assistance to project developers.

The USIJI Secretariat offers a variety of technical services to support both the development and
the implementation of USIJI projects. These technical services include: 1) technical assistance to
assist project partners in calculating emissions reductions benefits, developing monitoring and
verification plans, and identifying sources of project financing; 2) information resources including
technical guidance documents, databases, a fax-on-demand service, an information hotline, and an
Internet site; and 3) public recognition to help project participants increase the visibility of their
participation in the program.

The USIJI Secretariat will accept project proposals at any time, and will provide limited technical
assistance to project developers to help address USIJI project evaluation criteria and other
considerations as specified in the USIJI Groundrules. A formal proposal evaluation and acceptance
process is conducted three times per year.

3. Process for obtaining approval:
A) Brief description of procedure:

The USIJI Secretariat manages the proposal evaluation process. After project developers submit
project proposals to the USIJI Secretariat, they are assigned to Proposal Managers on the USIJI
Secretariat staff, who review them for completeness. Project developers are contacted for additional
information, clarification, and/or consultation, as necessary. Proposals that sufficiently address the
USUJI criteria are technically screened. After the technical screen, proposals that are deemed
complete are then distributed to technical reviewers for a thorough evaluation of each proposal.
Each proposal is reviewed by a team of experts familiar with the technology, country-specific issues,
and environmental effects specific to that proposal. Following technical review, Proposal Managers
draft a Decision Memorandum for each proposal. Each Decision Memorandum includes discussion of
how well each USIJI criterion is addressed by the proposal and a recommendation for acceptance or
rejection by the Evaluation Panel. The Evaluation Panel meets to review the recommendations
present in the Decision Memoranda. Project developers are then notified in writing whether or not
their project has been accepted by the USIJI Evaluation Panel. Project proposals that meet most,
but not all, of the USIJI criteria are deemed to be under development. Proposals under development
may be eligible to receive technical assistance and, once all USIJI criteria are met, may be re-
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evaluated at a subsequent USIJI Evaluation Panel meeting. Project proposals may be informally
submitted to the USIJI Secretariat at any time for feedback from Secretariat staff. Once a proposal
has been formally submitted to the USIJI Secretariat within proposal submission deadlines, the
Secretariat will make every effort to complete the evaluation process within 90 days.

B) List all criteria for national acceptance of an activity implemented jointly:

a) Criteria that support decision 5/CP.1:

b)

1)

2)

3)

4)

Is acceptable to the government of the host country.

Involves specific measures to reduce or sequester greenhouse gas emissions initiated as
a result of the USLJI Program, or in reasonable anticipation thereof.

Will reduce or sequester greenhouse gas emissions beyond those referred to in
1) a) below, and if federally funded, is or will be undertaken with funds in excess of
those available for such activities in fiscal year 1993.

Identifies associated environmental and developmental benefits and impacts.

Other criteria for national acceptance of AlJ:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Provides data and methodological information sufficient to establish a baseline of
current and future greenhouse gas emissions:

a) in the absence of the specific measures of the project;
b) as a result of the specific measures of the project.

Contains adequate provisions for tracking the greenhouse gas emissions reduced or
sequestered as a result of the project, and on a periodic basis, for modifying such
estimates and for comparing actual results with those originally projected.
Contains adequate provisions for external verification of the greenhouse gas
emissions reduced or sequestered by the project.

Provides adequate assurance that greenhouse gas emissions reduced or sequestered over
time will not be lost or reversed.

Provides for annual reports to the Evaluation Panel on the emissions reduced or
sequestered, and on the share of such emissions attributed to each of the
participants—domestic and foreign—pursuant to the terms of voluntary agreements
among participants.

4. Summary of activities:

A. Summary of AlJ projects reported under Annex 1: (See table starting on next page.)
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